
 

The Smart Shopping & Comparison Toolkit 

A worksheet for parents 

This is the resource I use most heavily in the two weeks between filling out my Clarity Pack and 
actually buying anything. The Clarity Pack tells you who you're shopping for and what you want to 
give them. The Comparison Toolkit helps you make sure that when you finally hit "buy," you're getting 
the right version of the right thing — not the one with the loudest marketing, the slickest packaging, or 
the highest-rated reviews from people whose lives look nothing like yours. 

The toolkit has three parts. There's a comparison worksheet you fill out for any item that's worth real 
research. There are two AI prompts — one for product comparison, one for timing — that use the 
worksheet to keep you grounded. The toolkit isn't meant to be used for every purchase. Most things on 
your list don't need this level of attention. It's built for the items where the price is high enough, the 
longevity matters enough, or the use is central enough that buying the wrong version costs you more 
than the time it takes to do the comparison well. 

When to use this toolkit 

Use it for items where you'd genuinely regret buying the wrong version. A bike, a guitar, a laptop, a 
piece of sports equipment that'll be used three times a week, a kitchen tool you'll keep for ten years, a 
piece of furniture that'll live in your home for the next decade. Skip it for stocking stuffers, books, 
clothing items you've bought before, and small purchases where the cost of comparison exceeds the 
cost of just buying. 

A useful test: if the item costs more than fifty dollars and will be used by someone in your home for 
more than a year, it's probably worth running through the toolkit. If it costs less or will be used briefly, 
just buy it. 

The comparison worksheet 

Fill out one worksheet per item you're seriously researching. Most parents end up using this for three 
to six items per holiday season, and the worksheets get faster as you go. 

 



 

Field Your answer 

The item I'm considering  

Who it's for, and how often 
they'll actually use it 

 

The must-have features — 
things the item has to do 

 

The nice-to-have features — 
things that would be good but 
aren't required 

 

The features I genuinely don't 
need — categories where I'm 
not going to pay for upgrades 

 

My budget ceiling, with a note 
on whether I'd stretch for the 
right one 

 

 



 

How long I expect this item to 
last — one year, five years, ten 
years, a generation 

 

What "the right one" actually 
looks like for our family 

 

What I've bought in the past for 
similar needs, and what I 
learned from it 

 

That second-to-last field is where most of the value is. A lot of holiday shopping goes wrong because 
we describe the item we want to buy without ever describing what "the right one" would actually do in 
our home. Naming that picture before you start comparing options gives you something to measure 
each option against, instead of letting the marketing measure for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The AI prompt for product comparison 

Once your worksheet is filled out, copy the prompt below into your AI tool of choice. Paste in the 
contents of your worksheet, then let it run. 

I'm researching a product and I'd like your help comparing the best  

options without getting pulled into hype or unnecessary features. 

 

Here's my filled-out comparison worksheet: 

 

[paste your worksheet here] 

 

Based on that, please help me: 

 

1. Identify three to five strong options that match my actual constraints  

   and use case. 

2. Compare them on the must-have features I named, not on features I  

   didn't ask about. 

3. Explain the tradeoffs clearly — where each option is strong and where  

   it's weak, in plain language. 

4. Flag any options where the marketing makes the product sound better  

   than it actually is for my use. 

 



 
5. Tell me which option you'd recommend and why, given the values I  

   listed (durability, repairability, simplicity, or whatever I named). 

 

Avoid hype, marketing language, and feature lists I didn't ask for.  

Stay grounded in what I actually said I needed. 

 

 

 

The AI prompt for timing 

The second prompt is the one I run after I know what I want to buy but before I actually buy it. It's 
the prompt that's saved me the most money over the years, because it stops me from buying something 
at full price the week before a predictable seasonal markdown. 

I'm considering buying [product] for a holiday gift. Before I purchase,  

I'd like to know whether this is a good time to buy or whether I should  

wait. 

 

Please help me understand: 

 

1. Whether this product category typically goes on sale around Black  

   Friday, Cyber Monday, or other seasonal moments. 

 



 
2. Whether the current price is actually a meaningful discount or just  

   marketed as one. 

3. Whether there's a newer model coming out soon that would either drop  

   the current model's price or make it worth waiting for. 

4. Whether stock is likely to be a concern if I wait. 

5. A clear recommendation: buy now, buy on a specific date, or wait. 

 

If this isn't a meaningful discount, say so directly. I'd rather hear  

"just buy it whenever" than be talked into urgency that isn't real. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
What to do with what comes back 

You'll get a comparison response and, if you ran the second prompt, a timing recommendation. The 
temptation is to take whichever option AI recommended and go straight to checkout. Don't — at least 
not yet. The value of the comparison isn't in the recommendation itself. It's in the reasoning, because 
the reasoning tells you whether AI actually understood what you needed or just produced a generic 
"best of" list. 

Question Your answer 

Did AI's recommendation actually 
match what I said I needed? 

 

Where did the reasoning land, and 
where did it feel off? 

 

Are there options AI compared that 
I want to research further on my 
own? 

 

What's my final choice, and why?  

What's my purchase date, based on 
the timing prompt? 

 

 

 



 
A note on the trap of over-researching 

The comparison toolkit is meant to make shopping faster and cleaner, not slower and more agonized. 
There's a version of using this where you spend three hours comparing options for a forty-dollar item, 
and that's worse than just buying the first reasonable option you find. If you notice yourself going back 
to the worksheet for the fifth time on the same item, that's a sign the item probably isn't worth this 
much attention — or that you're using research to avoid making the decision. Either way, the move is 
to buy something and move on. 

A useful rule: if you've filled out the worksheet, run the comparison prompt, and read through the 
response carefully, you've done enough research. Pick the option that fits, hit buy, and trust that the 
next item on your list deserves your attention more than this one does. 

Closing thought 

The toolkit isn't about getting every purchase perfect. It's about keeping the high-leverage purchases 
grounded in what you actually need, so the items that end up in your home are the ones you meant to 
bring in rather than the ones the season talked you into. A few minutes of comparison on the right 
items saves you years of regret on the wrong ones. 

That's the whole purpose. Buy what you mean to buy, and let the rest go. 
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