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Tool Starter List by Age: A Reference for the Garage or
Utility Wall

This is meant to be posted somewhere visible — inside a garage cabinet, on the back of a workshop
door, taped inside a tool drawer — so when a kid asks if they can use something, you have a reasonable

answer ready.

The age bands are a starting point, not a permission slip. The real readiness check is the kid in front of

you.
The readiness check

Before handing over any tool, ask three questions about the kid, not the calendar.
[J Do they slow down when something feels off, or push through?

[J Can they describe what the tool does and what could go wrong?

[1 Will they ask for help when stuck, or hide the mistake?

Three yeses and the tool is probably fine. Any no, and wait — and tell them why.
Ages 3 to 5 — Helping tools

[] Small broom and dustpan

[] Spray bottle with water

[] Soft cleaning cloths

[] Garden gloves

Skill underneath: finishing what you start.
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Ages 6 to 8 — First real tools, supervised
[1 Step stool

[1 Child-safe scissors

[] Measuring cups and spoons

[J Small garden trowel

[1 Screwdriver (supervised)

Skill underneath: sequencing — small steps in the right order.
Ages 9 to 11 — Mechanical curiosity

[1 Hammer

[J Adjustable wrench

[] Tape measure

[ Allen key set

[] Flashlight or headlamp

Skill underneath: fluency with the tool, so the project itself can be the new thing later.
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Ages 12 to 14 — Supervised independence
[1 Cordless drill (with training)

[] Level

[ Basic socket set

[ Utility gloves

[1 Bike repair kit

Skill underneath: knowing when to stop. Teach the stopping, not just the starting.
Ages 15 to 18 — Real competence

[ Full basic toolbox

[] Age-appropriate power tools

[J Car maintenance basics (with instruction)
[J Ladder safety (taught before solo use)

[] The habit of asking what should I check first

Skill underneath: staying calm when something goes wrong, narrowing the problem, and knowing when

to stop and ask.

Household norms

[] Tools come back clean and to where they live.
[ Mistakes are information, not failure.

[] Safety overrides speed.

[1 Asking for help is judgment, not weakness.
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